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IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

 

UNITED STATES,    ) UNITED STATES’ GENERAL 

    Appellee,  ) OPPOSITION TO APPELLANT’S  

) MOTION FOR ENLARGEMENT 

         ) OF TIME 

v.      ) 

      )  

) Before Panel No. 2 

Airman First Class (E-3)   )  

NICOLAS L. THOMPSON,  ) No. ACM S32816 

 United States Air Force,    )  

      Appellant.  )  

      ) 7 May 2025 

      )  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGES OF 

 THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS: 

 

Pursuant to Rule 23.2 of this Court’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the United States 

hereby enters its general opposition to Appellant’s Motion for Enlargement of Time to file an 

Assignment of Error in this case.  

WHEREFORE, the United States respectfully requests that this Court deny Appellant’s 

enlargement motion. 

 
 VANESSA BAIROS, Maj, USAF 

 Appellate Government Counsel 

 Government Trial and Appellate Operations Division 

 Military Justice and Discipline Directorate 

 United States Air Force 

 (240) 612-4800  
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 Appellate Government Counsel 
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IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
 

UNITED STATES, 
   Appellee, 
 
 v. 
 
Airman First Class (E-3) 
NICOLAS L. THOMPSON, 
United States Air Force, 
   Appellant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

APPELLANT’S MOTION  
FOR ENLARGEMENT  
OF TIME (SECOND) 
 
Before Panel No. 2 
 
No. ACM S32816 
 
9 July 2025 

 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES 

AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS: 
 

Pursuant to Rule 23.3(m)(3) and (4) of this Court’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 

Appellant hereby moves for an enlargement of time (EOT) to file Assignments of Error (AOE). 

Appellant requests an enlargement for a period of 30 days, which will end on 18 August 2025.  

The record of trial was docketed with this Court on 21 March 2025.  From the date of docketing 

to the present date, 110 days have elapsed.  On the date requested, 150 days will have elapsed. 

On 10 September 2024, at Aviano Air Base, Italy, a military judge sitting as a special court-

martial found Appellant guilty, consistent with his pleas, of one charge and one specification of  

drunken operation of a vehicle resulting in personal injury, a violation of Article 113, Uniform 

Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). R. at 1, 17, 20, 24, 72-73. The military judge sentenced 

Appellant to be reprimanded, to be reduced to the grade of E-1, to forfeit $1,340 of his pay per 

month for three months, to be confined for 100 days, and to be discharged with a bad-conduct 

discharge. R. at 150. The convening authority took no action on the findings or the sentence, and 

declined Appellant’s requests for deferment. Convening Authority Decision on Action (Oct. 17, 

2024).   



 

The trial transcript is 150 pages long. The electronic record of trial contains eight  

Prosecution Exhibits, thirteen Defense Exhibits, eight Appellate Exhibits, and one Court Exhibit. 

Appellant is not currently confined.  

Undersigned counsel has just been detailed to this case and has scheduled Individual 

Training Days to review Appellant’s case within the enlarged period and will consult with the 

Appellant and advise him regarding his rights and this Court’s order.   

WHEREFORE, Appellant requests that this Court grant the requested enlargement of 

time for good cause shown.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

JARETT MERK, Lt Col, USAFR 
Appellate Defense Counsel 
Air Force Appellate Defense Division 
1500 West Perimeter Road, Suite 1100   
Joint Base Andrews NAF, MD 20762-6604   
(240) 612-4770     
Jarett.Merk@us.af.mil 
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JARETT MERK, Lt Col, USAFR 
Appellate Defense Counsel 
Air Force Appellate Defense Division 



 

1500 West Perimeter Road, Suite 1100   
Joint Base Andrews NAF, MD 20762-6604   
(240) 612-4770     
Jarett.Merk@us.af.mil 

 



IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

 

UNITED STATES,    ) UNITED STATES’ GENERAL 

    Appellee,  ) OPPOSITION TO APPELLANT’S  

) MOTION FOR ENLARGEMENT 

         ) OF TIME 

v.      ) 

      )  

) Before Panel No. 2 

Airman First Class (E-3)   )  

NICOLAS L. THOMPSON,  ) No. ACM S32816 

 United States Air Force,    )  

      Appellant.  )  

      ) 10 July 2025 

      )  

 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGES OF 

 THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS: 

 

Pursuant to Rule 23.2 of this Court’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the United States 

hereby enters its general opposition to Appellant’s Motion for Enlargement of Time to file an 

Assignment of Error in this case.  

WHEREFORE, the United States respectfully requests that this Court deny Appellant’s 

enlargement motion. 

 
 VANESSA BAIROS, Maj, USAF 

 Appellate Government Counsel 

 Government Trial and Appellate Operations Division 

 Military Justice and Discipline Directorate 

 United States Air Force 

 (240) 612-4800  
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 I certify that a copy of the foregoing was delivered to the Court and to the Air Force 

Appellate Defense Division on 10 July 2025. 

 
 VANESSA BAIROS, Maj, USAF 

 Appellate Government Counsel 

 Government Trial and Appellate Operations Division 

 Military Justice and Discipline Directorate 

 United States Air Force 

 (240) 612-4800  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
 

UNITED STATES, 
   Appellee, 
 
 v. 
 
Airman First Class (E-3) 
NICOLAS L. THOMPSON, 
United States Air Force, 
   Appellant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

MERITS BRIEF 
 
Before Panel No. 2 
 
No. ACM S32816 
 
7 August 2025 

 
TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES 

AIR FORCE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS: 
 

The undersigned appellate defense counsel attests he has, on behalf of Airman First Class 

Nicolas L. Thompson, Appellant, carefully examined the record of trial in this case. Appellant 

does not admit the findings and sentence are correct in law and fact, but submits the case to this 

Honorable Court on its merits with no specific assignments of error. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
      JAR t Col, USAFR 
      Appellate Defense Counsel 
      Air Force Appellate Defense Division 
      1500 West Perimeter Road, Suite 1100 
      Joint Base Andrews NAF, MD 20762-6604 
      Office: (240) 612-4770 
      Jarett.Merk@us.af.mil 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
      JARE Col, USAFR 
      Appellate Defense Counsel 
      Air Force Appellate Defense Division 
      1500 West Perimeter Road, Suite 1100 
      Joint Base Andrews NAF, MD 20762-6604 
      Office: (240) 612-4770 
      Jarett.Merk@us.af.mil 
 
 






